Lock-ons & other disruptive tactics

In the past people have blockaded by standing, sitting or lying across the road with their arms linked. People often go
limp when arrested, making it harder for the police to move them off the road. Affinity groups have chained themselves
to each other or to objects, including cars. To make it more difficult for police to cut chains people join hands through a
metal, plastic orcardboard tube, using karabiners (climbing clips) attached to chains or rope around their wrists. Concrete
has been usedin objects from caravans to wheelie bins to form lock-ons in the past.

Tubes need to be long enough to prevent the police sliding them along your arm to reveal the karabiner or rope. They
need to be disguised if possible as the police have in the past seized lock-on equipment and/or arrested those
carrying it before they get to a blockade. Tubes can be disguised as part of afancy dress costume, street theatre props,
dummy missiles, or in old rucksacks - use your imagination! In addition to lock-ons there are numerous ways to block
entrances, using tripods, or vehicles which are left without a driver and with people locked on in various ways. To see
pics of recent blockading tactics visit http://actionawe.org/direct-action-ideas for general blockading pics and inspiration
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Many campaigns offer Direct Action ideas and tactics. A selection of downloadable guides

and handbooks can be found at: http://actionawe.org/direct-action-handbooks/ If you'd like to organise an NVDA
(nonviolent direct action) workshop and need a faciltitator please let us know - phone Angie on 01547 520929 or email
june@tridentploughshares org or visit www.tridentploughshares.org/category/training
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